
Language Arts 
 

Grade 6 / Week 8 
 

Standards Covered this Week 

 LAFS.6.L.3.4.a: Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context (e.g., the 

overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 

or phrase. 
 LAFS.6.L.3.5.a: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language and interpret figures of speech in context. 

 LAFS.6.RL.1.3: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the 

characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

 LAFS.6.RL.2.6: Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
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Teacher: Mazyck 

 

A Note to Parents 

This week, we are continuing our unit entitled “Embracing Our Differences” with a new short story by Avi titled “What 
Do Fish Have to Do with Anything?.” This text is included in the printed packet, but it can also be accessed on your 
student’s digital textbook through ClassLink under the “My HRW” tile. 
 
 Here are some optional online resources to support or extend your student’s thinking: 

• Meet Avi, the author, here https://youtu.be/1j1RgRJ-0qY.  

• In the short story, there is a homeless man who provides some guidance or lessons to the main character. 
Here is a blog post about discussing homelessness or poverty with your child 

https://wellspringfs.org/blog/14-ways-effectively-explain-homelessness-and-poverty-your-child 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/1j1RgRJ-0qY
https://wellspringfs.org/blog/14-ways-effectively-explain-homelessness-and-poverty-your-child


Day 1: Activity 1: Vocabulary 
Step 1: Review the vocabulary word, context sentence, picture, and definition. 
Step 2: Describe how the context sentence and photograph give hints toward the meaning of the word. Be specific; you 
must include either specific words from the context sentence or details from the photograph in your answer. 

 

Contemplate  

1.  

She contemplated the problem and finally solved it. 

Definition: to look at carefully or to think about deeply and seriously  

Explanation of Context:     

        

        

        

 

2. Inevitable  

The thief was careless, so it was inevitable that he got caught. 

Definition: certain to happen; not able to be avoided 

 Explanation of Context:     

        

        

        

 

 

3. Intent 

 He was intent on winning the race. 

Definition: very concentrated in attention, or determined 

Explanation of Context:     

        

        

        
 
Day 1, Activity 2: Quick Write 
So far, we have read about people embracing the differences that set them apart from their friends. Some of these 
differences come from their heritage, families, and background. But sometimes we have to come to terms with having 
different ideas or thoughts than what we’ve experienced in our background. In “What Do Fish Have to Do with 
Anything?,” a boy encounters different definitions of happiness and ultimately has to choose which idea of happiness he 
believes. Below, write your thoughts about what happiness is and how you find it. 
 
               

               

               

               

               

               

                

2 They ended up going to the same high school, 

so it was inevitable that they meet again. 

3 An intent stare from a leopard 

means you are about to be his dinner. 

 

1 After days of boredom, Timmy contemplated 

all the things he could do in his apartment. 



Day 2 & 3: Close Reading 

 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 

 
 
 



Day 3, Activity 2: Fill-in-the-Blank Scenario 
Fill in the blanks using the correct vocabulary word to complete each scenario. Then, explain why the vocabulary word best fits based 
on context clues provided in the scenario. You may have to change the form of the word (ex: go, going, gone). 

 
 
 
 
 

Contemplate Inevitable Intent 

1. Ashley was tired of not having any money of her own, so she set out to apply for a job in every store and 
restaurant within five blocks of her apartment. She made up her mind that she wasn’t coming home without a 
job today! 
 
Ashley was      on finding a job that she decided to     

               

2. Johnny loved math, but he found it difficult. When he would encounter a particularly challenging problem, he 
would take a long time just staring at it before even trying to solve it. 
 
Johnny took time to        before solving the math problem because  

               

3. Jason’s mom always warned him that one day, his bike would get run over because he always left it in the 
driveway. Sure enough, one day Jason’s dad didn’t see the bike in the rearview mirror and backed his truck right 
over it. 
 
What happened to Jason’s bike was        because     

               

 
Day 4, Short Response 
A dynamic character undergoes change as a result of events in a story’s plot. Willie is a dynamic character because he 
has a shift in thinking. Trace the events that change him and explain their impact on him. Review the notes you took as 
you read and cite text evidence in your response. 
               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

                

For example: Every single day, Bryan wakes up at 5 o’clock in the morning to take a 10-mile job. Then, he goes to the gym to lift 
weights. Afterwards, he does 20 laps in the pool. And this is before he goes to practice with the team every afternoon! 
Bryan is relentless about training because he is extremely dedicated and exercises all the time. He runs 10 miles, lifts weights, 
swims, and attends practice every day. 



               

               

                

Day 5: The Cure for Unhappiness 
Suppose Willie came to you for a cure for unhappiness. Using the image below as the start of a spider web brainstorm, 
jot down ideas you learned from the story as well as your own life that could be used in advice you could give Willie. You 
may doodle or draw, write quotes or simple words. Try to be as creative as you can. 
 

The Cure for 
Unhappiness 


